
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What began as a dream will soon become reality 

thanks to generous donations from residents, civic-

minded business leaders and a Community 

Conservation Partnerships Program Grant award of 

$110,600 from the Pennsylvania Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).  

 

The idea to renovate and beautify the Newport 

Veterans Memorial Park was born when NRPS 

member Ruth Ann Linn was watching a baseball 

game at the Park. She commented to others how 

nice it would be to fix up the Park entrance and 

Grandma’s Playground Project was soon launched. 

As the Park is owned by the Borough of Newport, 

NRPS partnered with Borough Council to form a 

committee to plan 

for renovations, 

raise funds and 

apply for the 

DCNR grant.  

 

The Larson 

Design Group 

was hired to 

provide plans for the project that include blending 

the two existing ball fields, basketball and tennis 

courts with a new nature area, additional parking 

and accessibility to the Park that complies with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act.   

 

With the help of volunteers and donated materials, 

NRPS has already completed several important 

phases of the project, including new playground 

equipment, improvement of the 2nd Street entrance, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

painting of existing 

structures, removal of 

overgrown brush and 

creating of flowerbeds. 

Orrstown Bank donated 

funds in the memory of 

Newport resident Susan 

Connell and a nature 

area is planned to be 

named in her honor. 

Additionally, the DCNR 

grant will help fund the construction of a multi-

purpose building including accessible restrooms, a 

kitchen, concession stands, storage rooms and 

picnic areas.  

 

We continue to raise tax-deductible funds for this 

project.  Checks should be made payable to NRPS 

with “NVPP” in the memo line. Please mail to 

NRPS, PO Box 13, Newport, PA 17074.  

 

Visit www.nrps.pa.net/projects.html for a detailed 

site plan and more photos.  
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A Message from the President 
 

It has been a productive 

and rewarding year for 

NRPS as we continue to 

build our foundation for 

moving forward.  This is 

all made possible by 

everyone’s involvement 

and support as we carry 

out our mission in the 

Newport community.   

 

We continued our work at 

the Veterans Memorial 

Park.  Last year was mostly spent on cleaning up 

the land that was purchased with the money given 

by Orrstown Bank in memory of Susan Connell.  A 

dedication service will hopefully be held this year to 

formally dedicate the nature area to Susan. The 

Newport High School (NHS) Environmental Club 

built two flowerbeds in the nature area and the NHS 
Life Skills Class raised money for the project.  

Representatives from the Center for Independent 

Living and Longacre Leadership also worked in the 

Park.  

 

Our efforts in working with the Borough on the 

revitalization of the entire Park were rewarded with 

a DCNR grant in the amount of $110,600 to match 

$110,600 that local businesses, municipalities, 

organizations and individuals have pledged. This 

will allow us to complete the next phase of the 

multi-year plan.  

 

NRPS partnered with other organizations and 

individuals throughout 2012.  This newsletter 

further describes these initiatives. 

 

We receive an abundance of community 

involvement and support.  We are truly grateful for 

all of this and it helps make us successful in our 

endeavors. Please renew your membership and 

encourage others to join NRPS so that together we 

can celebrate another wonderful year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Frank Campbell 

 

Newport’s Early History Depicted in Mural 
 

During the Pennsylvania Canal era, Newport was a 

bustling and prominent town.  This bygone age is 

now vividly represented as a 10-foot by 11-foot 

mural created by Biruta Hansen, a renowned artist 

from Liverpool.  The mural was installed on the 

Market Street façade of the Perry County Council of 

the Arts 

Gallery 

and 

dedicated 

on August 

30, 2012, 

to a lively 

crowd of 

over 100 

residents.   

 

After extensive research, including photographs 

from the Louise Beard Memorial, Hansen designed 

a scene that places the viewer on the porch of the 
toll keeper's house on a Sunday the autumn of 1885.  

 

The project was spearheaded by the Perry County 

Council of the Arts with initial grant funding by the 

Pennsylvania Council on the Arts with additional 

contributions from NRPS, Orrstown Bank, Newport 

Lions Club, New Bloomfield Civic Club, Dick and 

Arletta Gregg and Roger and Susan Smith. 

 

Visit the Perry County Council of the Arts Gallery 

at 1 South Second Street to experience this iconic 

mural. A brochure providing further information 

and history is available inside the Gallery. 
 

Book Sales Benefit NRPS 
 

Towpaths and Aqueducts—The 

Canals of Perry County details 

the rich history of the 

Pennsylvania Canals. Author 

Dennis J. Hocker, Ph.D. selected 

NRPS as the beneficiary of sales 
by donating $10 per book to this 

organization.  We thank Dennis 

for his generous contribution. Find out more about 

this title and other books by Dennis at 

http://www.perryheritage.com/aqueducts.html.   

http://www.perryheritage.com/aqueducts.html


 

2012 Canal Day 
 

Newport on the first Saturday in October has 

become a destination for many area residents as we 

host Canal Day. Last year proved to be another 

successful event. Vendors set up beneath a rainbow 

and waived off a passing 

shower. Luckily, the sun 

emerged with a little help from 

abc27 weatherman Eric 

Finkenbinder, who was on 

hand for Newport Celebrates 

175’s auction.  

 

Students from NHS marched 

into the square to kick off the 

day.  The marching band, 

cheerleaders and athletes showed their school spirit.  

A wide variety of vendors, including many area 

non-profits and churches, offered delicious food, 

fine crafts and a variety of merchandise.  

 
Special Friends, always a crowd favorite, were on 

stage for two performances, including an 

appearance by Elvis.  Blue Goose Preschool hosted 

a children’s activity area and Powerhouse Creative 

Ministries presented a puppet show. A living statue 

delighted passersby. 

 

For the fifth year, ten attendees were presented with 

gas/gift cards and gift baskets from the Weis Store, 

Giant, Amanda’s Pure and Simple, Super 7 Food 

Mart and the YWCA.  NRPS thanks these groups 

for their 

generous 

donations. 

 

NRPS also 

thanks Perry 

Printing for 

creating a 

door-to-door 

postcard advertising Canal Day and the advertisers 

who participated in the mailing. 

 

Thank you to everyone who took part in Canal Day.  

We look forward to seeing all of you again on 

October 5, 2013!

 

Christmas House Tour Starts the 2012 
Holiday Season 

 

One of the most popular NRPS events is the 

Christmas House Tour. On December 1, 2012, five 

private homes and six landmarks in Newport were 

open to the public. The Britcher/Gonzalez, Hench, 

Bucher, Page and Faerber families graciously 

invited tour goers to view their holiday finest. 

NRPS’ Louise Beard Memorial, the Perry County 

Council of the Arts’ Landis House, the Newport 

Senior Center, the Perry Historians headquarters, 

the Historical Society of Perry County’s Blue Ball 

Tavern and the Newport United Methodist Church 

also participated in the tour.  
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Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 
 

Newport was filled with 

holiday cheer on the first day 

in December. Following the 

House Tour, the north side of 

the square was the setting for 

the Christmas Tree Lighting 

Ceremony.  The audience 

enjoyed seasonal songs 

performed by the Newport 

Elementary Chorus, NHS’ 

Innovation and a choir of 

members of area churches.   

 

Children decorated Christmas ornaments at a free 

craft stand and winners of the Oh Christmas Tree 

poster contest were announced.  The history of the 

town's Christmas tree was followed by the dramatic 

arrival of Santa Claus on a fire truck.  From his 

perch high above the spectators on the truck’s 

ladder, Santa led a countdown and threw magic dust 

to light the tree.  

 

The Newport Lions 

Club served hot 

dogs and hot 

chocolate and 

cookies donated by 
area churches 

delighted attendees. 



 

Open House and Grant Announcement at 
Louise Beard Memorial 

 

A year of success was celebrated at the Louise 

Beard Memorial on December 17, 2012. Members 

and supporters of NRPS gathered to share in the 

good fortune of our organization over refreshments.   

 
The highlight of the evening was the announcement 

by President Frank Campbell of the Conservation 

Partnerships Program Grant award.  DCNR 

representative Jay Schreibman praised the large 

number of donors committed to the Veterans 

Memorial Park Project.  We were pleased to host an 

array of dignitaries including Representative Mark 

Keller, Commissioner Brenda Benner, Mayor Mary 

Hetrick, Borough Council member Tami Halstead 

and Steve Kelly representing United States Senator 

Pat Toomey. 
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Eagle Scout Project Fences Backyard 
 

The backyard of the Louise 

Beard Memorial was buzzing 

with activity in the fall as Eli 

Poleshuk of Newport 

completed his Eagle Scout 

project.  After designing and 

manufacturing the fence, Eli 

and his fellow Boy Scouts 

from Troop 222 worked as a 

team to dig holes and measure 

and line up posts and railings.  

The project was overseen by the leaders of the 

troop.  Lezzer Lumber of Harrisburg kindly donated 

wood for the fence.  We congratulate Eli on 

achieving Eagle Scout status and thank him for a 

job well done!

 

Community Partnership 
 

Our membership in the Perry 

County Chamber of Commerce 

continues to be beneficial by 

highlighting our events to the 

community and creating 

connections with area businesses 

and non-profit organizations.  All 

NRPS members are also members 

of the Chamber! Learn more about the benefits of 

membership at www.perrycountychamber.org. 
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Support Our Projects by Buying a Brick 
 

Is your name part of history? 

The popular Buy A Brick 

program provides that 

opportunity.  Standard size 

bricks with personalized 

messages line the sidewalks 

in the square and along 

Market Street. Funds from 

this program are used for 

various projects in the 

community. 

 

Bricks are available for $50 each. The engraved 

bricks have three lines available for text and can be 

placed in a spot chosen by the buyer. For more 

information or to download a form, visit 

www.nrps.pa.net/buyabrick.html. 
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